T uBishvat

7 u Pishvatis the c]ag on the Jewish calendar set
aside for cclebrating trees and nature. | he lﬂoliday
was created bg the earlg rabbis as a “birtlﬁc{ag” for
all trees that would hclP farmers to mark the age of
their saPIings for the titlﬁing of their fruit. | ater,
Jewish mystics came to see 7T u Pishvatas re!ating
to the Bibhcal image of the T ree of | ife —and,
thus, c]irectlg to (God.

Todag, Tu 515/7vatis widclg celebrated as a kind
oF\)ewislﬁ F arth Dag. |t is marked bg the P|anting
of trees and bg aritual meal, called a seder,
Fcaturing a variety of fruits. ]ncrcasinglg, activists
have treated the hoh’c‘ag as both ajoyﬂﬂ
acknow]cdgemcnt of creation and a call to action for

environmental Preser\/ation.
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