
Tu Bishvat 
 

Tu Bishvat is the day on the Jewish calendar set 
aside for celebrating trees and nature.  The holiday 
was created by the early rabbis as a “birthday” for 
all trees that would help farmers to mark the age of 

their saplings for the tithing of their fruit.  Later, 
Jewish mystics came to see Tu Bishvat as relating 

to the Biblical image of the Tree of Life – and, 
thus, directly to God.  

 

Today, Tu Bishvat is widely celebrated as a kind 
of Jewish Earth Day.  It is marked by the planting 

of trees and by a ritual meal, called a seder,           
featuring a variety of fruits.  Increasingly, activists 

have treated the holiday as both a joyful                 
acknowledgement of creation and a call to action for 

environmental preservation.   
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