
Purim 
 

Purim commemorates the Jews’ rescue from a 
threatened massacre in ancient Persia.  The story 

of Purim is recounted in the Book of Esther, whose 
eponymous heroine plays the leading role in saving 
her people.  Some modern readers see the story as 

containing insights relating to feminism and to the 
experience of living “in the closet” – with Esther  

initially choosing not to tell her husband, King 
Ahasuerus, that she is Jewish.   Many have also 

noticed the absence of any reference to God in the 
story, though some believe that the Divine can be 

seen “pulling the strings” behind the scenes. 
 

Purim is traditionally celebrated with wild abandon – 
costumes, parties, and carnivals – and with the giving 

of gifts to friends and the poor. 
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