
Passover 
 

Passover, or Pesach in Hebrew, is the most         
celebrated holiday in the Jewish tradition.  The 

eight-day festival commemorates the exodus from 
Egypt, led by Moses, and the formation of a        

disparate group of Israelite slaves into a cohesive 
Jewish people with a sense of collective identity.  

 

Passover is celebrated with a ritual meal called a  
seder, during which the story of the exodus is        

recounted and various symbolic foods are eaten, 
among them matzah - unleavened bread.  Jews recall 

the experience of slavery for its central role in    
Jewish history, but also because doing so            

challenges contemporary Jews to actively work 
against the oppression and injustice that remains in 

the world.    
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